UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND

READINESS DEC _7 2023

The Honorable Mike D. Rogers
Chairman

Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department’s response to House Report 117-397, page 210, accompanying
H.R. 7900, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023, “Warfighter Brain
Health,” is enclosed.

The report provides a summary which indicates at this time, research does not support the
use of cognitive or non-cognitive assessments to evaluate warfighter capabilities and mission
readiness by field psychologists, with additional research required. While the state of the science
is not mature enough for implementation, the Department of Defense has multiple policies to
address cognitive and non-cognitive assessments in the operational environment and is working
on additional training and evaluation capabilities.

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service

members.
Sincerely,
Ashish S. Vazirani
Acting

Enclosure:

As stated

CC;

The Honorable Adam Smith
Ranking Member



Report to the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives

Warfighter Brain Health

December 2023

The estimated cost of report or study for the Department of
Defense (DoD) is approximately $3,100 for the 2023 Fiscal Year.
This includes $0 in expenses and $3,100 in DoD labor.
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