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IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Progress in Combat
 
Casualty Care
 

•	 During the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
progress was made in the care of injured service 
personnel through investments in military-
relevant trauma research (i.e. Combat Casualty 
Care Research Program) and a military trauma 
system (i.e. Joint Trauma System). 

•	 Investments resulted in new knowledge (i.e. 
evidence for practice guidelines) and materiel 
(i.e. device & technology) solutions which 
improved military capability to save lives and 
improve recovery of the injured Warfighter 



   

    
 

 

  
 

  
 

      
    

     

 

  

        

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Impact of Research –
 
Gaps Narrowed
 

•	 With this research investment between 2008 and 
2013 there was a 30% resolution of Priority-1 
gaps in DoD Combat Casualty Care 

Not Ready/ Ready/ Gap
 
No Solution Resolved
 

9% 39% 

2008	 2014
 

Net gain of 30% gap resolution – but work remains
 



   

   
 

  
 

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Impact of Research ­
Reduced Mortality
 

Resolution of Gaps led to a Reduced 
Case Fatality Rate 



   

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 
  
   

 
   

 

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Sustain Focus on Resolving
 
Gaps in Inter-War Period


•	 At the end of military 
conflicts there is 
tendency for these 
advances and the 
combat casualty care 
capability to degrade 

•	 DoD should not drift 
from clarion mission 
of pursuing 
resolution of gaps in 
combat casualty care 

JAMA 

Surgery 


2014
 



   

   
 

    
   

    
   

     
   

     
   

   
   

   

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Establishing a Multi-Center
 
Clinical Research Capability
 

•	 To sustain advances in military trauma care, to 
continue to pursue resolution of priority gaps 
and to maintain historic low case fatality rates 
the DoD is creating a coordinated, multi-center 
clinical research network among civilian and 
military trauma centers in the US. 

•	 This network will be referred to as the Linking
 
Investigation in Trauma & Emergency Services
 
or LITES and will be used to perform 
prospective observational and controlled studies 
on high-priority topics in military trauma care. 



   

   
 

    
     

      
     

     

   
  

        
 

   

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Establishing a Multi-Center
 
Clinical Research Capability
 

•	 LITES network to be initiated with FY15 dollars 
in a 2016 Request for Proposals (RFP). 

•	 LITES to be sustained using 2016 Congressional 
Appropriation of $10M. 

•	 DoD will POM a baseline for LITES network in 
FY17-22 and future appropriations can applied 
to the network if available. 

•	 Award mechanism will allow dollars to be added 
to LITES over a 10 year period (Indefinite 
Quantity & Duration to optimized flexibility). 



   

 

 
 
 

 

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD 

•Back-ups
 



   

    
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Impact of Research –
 
Reduced Mortality
 

Concluding Casualty Statistics (2001-2014)
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IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Secondary Benefit of DoD 

Research – Civilian Care
 

•	 Because a large portion of the trauma research 
performed by the DoD is accomplished at 
civilian trauma centers and within civilian 
trauma systems, the results stemming from the 
investment translate to care of those injured in 
accidents, crashes, intentional acts of violence 
or natural disasters in the US. 



   

    
  

    
 

 
  

 
    

  

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Secondary Benefit of DoD 

Research - Civilian Care
 

Return of the Tourniquet: What we learned from war
 
saved lives in Boston 
Lydia DePillis 
April  17, 2013 

Help Blast Victims Walk Again 
Tara Haelle, April 16th, 2013 

From Baghdad to Boston: War Lessons on Amputations 



   

    
  

  

 

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD Secondary Benefit of DoD 

Research - Civilian Care
 

JAMA 2013;310(5):475 

Ann Surg 2009;250:311-315 



   

 

  

     
     

    
    

     
 

  

IN THE LAB, 
ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD DoD Research Improved 

National & Homeland Security 

Defense Procurement International –2014 

•	 Investment in DoD trauma research provides a 
“2 for 1” return - improves survival and 
recovery of combat injured (national security) 
and improves the lives of citizens injured on 
streets, highways and neighborhoods of the 
nation (homeland security). 
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